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	The resources below are packed with useful information. We’ve fielded dozens of calls recently, so our website should be able to answer most of your questions more quickly than a call or email. Check out sdra.org for the answers! (But as always, if you cannot find the answer on the website, send us an email and we’ll get back to you as soon as we can.)
VETO DAY | FINAL DAY OF THE 95TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
Monday, March 30 was veto day in the South Dakota legislature. For the first time in history, most legislators participated and voted remotely. Twelve bills were brought to the table, including 11 new COVID-19 emergency measures from Governor Kristi Noem. The final "day" of the 95th legislative session concluded early Tuesday morning at approximately 3:40 a.m.
SDRA's focus was on one particular bill. Senate Bill 192 creates a $10.5 million state sub-fund in the Governor’s Office of Economic Development to make no-interest (0%) loans, up to $75,000 apiece, to help small businesses affected by COVID-19. The funds will come from other existing state financial programs in GOED. This passed both houses and has been signed by the Governor.
Click here to read the bill and we will inform you once the loan details become available.

Update on Federal Legislation - CARES Act
The CARES Act has been signed by the President and many of its provisions are already in the works. CARES is expected to infuse approximately $2.2 trillion into the U.S. economy. The Act includes a multitude of ways in which the federal government seeks to support businesses and employees affected by COVID-19. Key provisions of interest to employers include business loans, unemployment benefits, retirement plans, tax credits, and executive compensation. Our friends at Jackson Lewis have outlined the Act and its impact on business. Click here for a full summary.
Paycheck Protection Program
An area of interest to most businesses is the Paycheck Protection Program, specifically designed to help small businesses keep their workforce employed. 
“This legislation provides small business job retention loans to provide eight weeks of payroll and certain overhead to keep workers employed,” said Secretary Mnuchin. “Treasury and the Small Business Administration expect to have this program up and running by April 3rd so that businesses can go to a participating SBA 7(a) lender, bank, or credit union, apply for a loan, and be approved on the same day.  The loans will be forgiven as long as the funds are used to keep employees on the payroll and for certain other expenses.” Click here for more information. 

South Dakota Department of Labor and Regulation FAQ 
COVID-19 and Reemployment Assistance (Unemployment Insurance): Guidance for Businesses
The Reemployment Assistance (RA) program provides temporary financial assistance for people who have lost their job through no fault of their own. Workers who become unemployed because their employer needs to temporarily shut down or isolate workers due to COVID-19 might be eligible to receive benefits. 
The SDRA office created an FAQ document for businesses that has been adopted by SD DLR. Click here for more information and to view the full FAQ.
Q: If I lay off employees, how much can they expect to receive in unemployment benefits? 
A: As a rule of thumb, South Dakota unemployment benefits generally equal approximately 50% of an employee’s average weekly earnings. State law provides that the maximum amount a person may receive is $414 per week in benefits; the minimum is $28 weekly, but it would be rare for a person to receive that minimum amount. Individuals receiving unemployment benefits in conjunction with COVID-19 may be eligible for an additional $600 per week in their benefits under the federal CARES Act signed by the President on March 27. Information about this will be available from DLR at the appropriate time as individuals work with the Reemployment Assistance/Unemployment Insurance system.
Additional Department of Labor and Regulation Resources
· The SIDES site for employers (State Information Data Exchange System (SIDES) - supply information needed for responding to reemployment assistance (RA) benefit claim notices and information requests, click here to view the site.
· Do you have Reemployment Assistance/Unemployment Insurance questions? Email DLRRADivision@state.sd.us for a faster response!
· If you have employees who will be filing for unemployment benefits, direct them to apply online here. This is considerably faster than filing by phone. A tutorial video is available to show them how to file.

ServSafe Course Updates
April SDRA ServSafe Classes Canceled
At this time a new date has not been determined. Once a replacement date has been set, we will send out an email and post it to our website.
We understand some of our April class attendees have expiring certificates. The South Dakota Department of Health will work with you individually; contact them at 605.773.4945. 
New (Free!) ServSafe Online Courses
The National Restaurant Association and the ServSafe team launched two new training videos, ServSafe Takeout: COVID-19 Precautions and ServSafe Delivery: COVID-19 Precautions, available free to the restaurant industry. Our online ServSafe Food Handler training is also free through April 30, 2020.
Note: These are additional ServSafe trainings, and do not count toward the mandatory manager training and certification requirements.

TRACKER: COVID-19 City Closures
Many cities across the state have already taken further action to restrict businesses to prevent the spread of COVID-19. View our city closure tracker for the most up-to-date information and city-specific ordinances. If you know of any cities that have taken action that are not on the list, email us at info@sdra.org
For the most up to date city closures, click here to view our COVID-19 tracker.

Additional Resources
· SDRA COVID-19 Webpage 
· South Dakota COVID-19 Website
· SD Governor's Office of Economic Development COVID-19
· Jackson Lewis Call-in COVID-19 Daily Briefing 
· Jackson Lewis is offering a daily COVID-19 briefing. They are keeping the briefing pinpointed to ongoing COVID-19 developments across all practice areas. Click here to register for the daily briefing – you have the opportunity to submit questions as well. 
· Click here to listen to past daily briefings on the Jackson Lewis COVID-19 page.
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